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New campaign encourages higher education
ELISABETH SMITH
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

First Lady Michelle Obama
announced a new campaign to
promote higher education across
the nation, Oct. 19. The Better
Make Room campaign seeks to
praise students who are striving
toward continuing their education.
The first lady has partnered
with nonprofits, businesses, and
social media websites to promote
higher education in a more
attractive light to young people.
"This
campaign
will
leverage traditional and new
media platforms to celebrate
student stories in the same way
that we often celebrate celebrities
and athletes," the press release
states. "Through an integration of
celebrities, peers, influencers, and
partners who step outside their
own accomplishments to lift up
those of another, the campaign
gives
achievement,
smarts,
conquest and reaching higher the
spotlight they deserve."
While University of San
Diego students have already
, received the message of higher
education, it is clear to them
why the campaign is important.
The use of social media and
positive messages spread through
organizations

impact

young

people.
Sophomore
Sarah
Fazackerley believes that the
campaign could bring a more
serious tone about college in
social media.
"I think it will help
spread the idea that college is
important and make the idea more
attractive," Fazackerley said.

Photo courtesy of BrokenSphere/Wikimedia commons

The First Lady advocates for education at all levels.
"Instead of [social media being]
like meaningless gossip about
celebrities"
When looking at popular
culture,
Fazackerley
found
that higher education was not
highlighted as an important step
toward a successful life.
"I don't think that it
supported going to college because
most of the people that are making
a lot of money or are on TV, either
inherited their money or didn't
really need college," Fazackerley
said.
Sophomore

Emma

Nowakoski noticed similar themes
in pop culture, specifically on TV
advertisements.
"I've always noticed that
back to school commercials are
always for middle schools or little
kids," Nowakoski said. "They're
never directed to college -aged
kids. I think that it is because only
like 30 percent of the population

goes to college, so advertisers only
aim at audiences who are for sure
going to school, and college is not
guaranteed."
While junior Nina Green sees
the positive benefits of promoting
college through pop culture, she
fears bringing higher education to
the entertainment industry could
have negative effects.
"It may be hard for people
to constantly be seeing celebrities
promoting this idea of higher
education when some people
cannot afford it," Green said. "It
may affect kids hovV the modeling
industry affects teenage girls, and
give [the kids] a negative selfimage because they can't [afford]
to go to college when a majority of
people around them can."
Despite this possible effect,
Green found that growing up in a
small town, the culture promoted
higher education.
"I do feel like the culture

around me leaned more towards
going to college," Green said.
"I am from a small town where
everyone knows everyone and
those who don't leave for college
generally stay there for a good
amount of time, so there is a big
incentive to get out through going
to college. All the people that I
looked up to either in my family
or in my older friends had gone
to college and spoke so highly of
it that it became something that I
wanted to have an experience with
as well."
To help promote this positive

culture of higher education,
Vine, the CW Network, Funny
or Die, Seventeen, and 22 other
companies partnered with the
campaign, according to the office
of the first lady. These companies
will take advantage of their broad
audiences through social media
and publishing original content.
"Seventeen will promote

and amplify the Better Make
Room campaign across its brand
platforms including print, digital
and social reaching over 30 million
teens," the press release states.
"Additionally, Seventeen will
play an important role in ongoing
campaign efforts by featuring the
Better Make Room messaging
within a story on money matters for
teens in March and a Cheat Sheet
series running through September
providing useful information to
teens on education, funding and
more."
In addition to the promotion
and messaging that Seventeen is
providing, the campaign also aims
to help young people understand
the steps to higher education, and
the tools and resources that are
available to them. These include,
registering for SAT and ACT,
visiting campuses, filling out
FAFSA, and completing at least
four college applications.
By targeting the young
demographic through the outlets
they use most, the campaign hopes
to quickly spread their message of
higher education.
Better Make Room is part of
the Obama administration's effort
to make college easier to access for
everyone. It includes simplifying
the FAFSA, reforming student
aid, and increasing pell grants and
education tax credits.
If students are interested in
finding out more they can visit the
Better Make Room website.
Hopefully
these
efforts
will encourage more students to
find success through a college
education, and promote the
academic side of the college
experience.

Pita Pit is the latest eatery on Linda Vista

SARAH BREWINGTON
NEWS EDITOR

At the bottom of Linda Vista
sits Dominos, zPizza, Urbane, and
Rose Donuts, just a few of the
options University of San Diego
students have for off-campus
food. And yet another eatery will
be competing for the attention of
students come the end of the year.
Pita Pit,a restaurant that prides itself
on healthy eating, will move into
the vacant lot next to Urbane Cafe.
Pita
Pit
serves
pita
sandwiches, and other menu items.
More popular in other states, Pita
Pit has a small presence in San
Diego. There has not been a demand
for the presence of Pita Pit around
USD's campus, as some students
have never heard of the eatery.
With the exception of a
location near San Diego State
University (SDSU), Pita Pit has not
been near other San Diego college
campuses. The lease of the SDSU
Pita Pit property was removed
due to SDSU expansion plans
and caused Pita Pit executives
to search for a new location.
Pita Pit may be the umbrella
company, but ultimately each
location is locally run. Blake
Weber and Joseph Warhurst are the

owners of the new Pita Pit location.
Blake
Weber graduated
from Northwestern in 2009 and
moved to San Diego to get his
Pita Pit location up and running.
"I was in Chicago, looking
for a restaurant with a concept of
healthy food," Weber said. "A place
where a healthy concept would do
well; Josh and I chose between
•
opening a Pita Pit in San Diego or
Chicago, so it was easy to move
out here and choose San Diego."
Weber
explained
that
moving to the bottom of Linda
Ian Lituchy/The USD Vista
Vista had to deal mostly with Pita Pit will fill the vacant lot between Urbane Cafe and
the location of their clientele. Fantastic Sams.
"As a whole Pita Pit does well events, maybe sponsor a club,"
Junior Tanya Ibrahim has
around universities, we wanted Weber said. "What we really want never heard of Pita Pit before.
to be around one of the three big to do is community outreach."
"I have never been to it or
Weber
addressed really heard of what it has other
ones, SDSU, USD, and UCSD, and
there used to be a location at SDSU concerns about sustainability. than pita being used in some way,"
but the deal fell through," Weber
"All our food is sourced Ibrahim said. "I think it's great to
said. "We were between UCSD through US Foods so for the first
add even more options to what's
and USD, it made more sense to few months we will be using available for food close to campus."
pick USD, the area in particular them," Weber said. "We want that
Ibrahim
hopes
that
has
residential,
commercial, within a year of opening we will Pita
Pit
will
establish
a
and
college
atmosphere." look at more local options and presence at club
meetings.
After
touring
USD local grocers for our produce."
"It will be something new and
While Weber is excited for Tit] brings more variety to what we
this past summer Weber is
hoping to establish. a Pita Pit Pita Pit's grand opening, which have at meetings," Ibrahim said.
presence during campus events. he hopes will be by November,
Pita Pit executives seem
"We would like to have free many USD students are unaware to be the most excited about the
food for students at residential life of the prospect of another eatery. prospect of reaching USD students.

Bill Wolfing, the vice
president of franchise development
for Pita Pit, hopes that this new
location will prove fruitful.
"We choose any division
one school location, we go by
franchise
interest,"
Wolfing
said. "Pita Pit fits
the need
[of college students] portable,
healthy, and open late nights.
That is always the target market."
Wolfing
elaborated
on
targeting division one schools.
"Division 1 kids are wellfunded, we do not sell the cheapest
option, but then again ours is
the healthiest," Wolfing said.
Wolfing fully anticipates this
location to have a high success rate.
"We expect that it will
open
with
above
average
numbers," Wolfing said. "Based
on where it is we think it will
be an above average store."
With a few weeks left before
a grand opening, Weber and his
partner hope to stir more excitement
and encourage a fun environment
for employees and students.
Despite the excitement that
the Pita Pit employees have for this
new location, it will be students
that determine if the new eatery
is worth their division 1 dollars.
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October 16
Location: Student Life Pavilion
Shortly after midnight, Public Safety observed an individual with drug
At approximately 4:50 p.m., Public Safety responded to a report of the
paraphernalia leaning out of a resident hall room window. Upon
theft of $100 from a wallet on campus. Upon investigation it was
investigation one resident student was referred for possession of drug
reported that a wallet was left unattended on a dining table at
approximately 10:30 a.m., while the owner went to the restroom.
paraphernalia.
October 8
October 17
Location: Missions B Bike Rack
Location: Palomar Hall
At approximately 9:35 p.m.. Public Safety responded to a report of a
At approximately 12:42 a.m., Public Safety responded to a report of
bicycle that had been stolen while on campus. Upon investigation it was
an intoxicated individual on campus. Upon investigation the
reported that a black "Pache" with "Surgino" cranks and blue and grey
individual was contacted, identified as a non-student visitor and
rims was secured with a cable lock to a bike rack and was taken
evaluated by paramedics. The individual was then transported to the
between 10:26 a.m., on Sept. 24 and 8:25 p.m. on Oct. 8.
hospital due to their level of intoxication.
October 9
October 18
Location: San Buenaventura Apartments
Location: Maher Hall East Parking Stalls
At approximately 7:07 p.m., Public Safety responded to a disturbance in
At approximately 11:52 p.m., Public Safety observed suspicious
a residential apartment on campus. Upon investigation two resident
behavior occurring on campus. Upon observation two individuals
students were found arguing and becoming physically abusive towards
were seen removing two bags from the trunk of a vehicle, giving
each other. San Diego Police were called to investigate due to a report of
them to another individual and then driving away. The receiving
one individual brandishing a knife. The individuals were advised to have
individual was contacted, identified as a resident student and
no further contact with each other and the knife was confiscated.
admitted to having alcohol in the bags. The resident student refused
October 10
to identify whom the alcohol was received from and was referred
Location: Camino Hall
for Minor in Possession of Alcohol.
At approximately 2:24 a.m, Resident Assistants cited five students for
October 19
Minor in Possession of Alcohol.
Location: Various Locations On Campus
October 15
At approximately 2:20 p.m., Public Safety responded to a report that
Location: Maher Hall
ten banners promoting language were taken from various locations
At approximately 9:10 p.m., Public Safety responded to a report of a
around campus. Upon investigation it was reported that most of the
bicycle that had been stolen while on campus. Upon investigation it was
banners were located in the Valley area and a few were located near
reported that a gray/blue "Specialized" bicycle was secured with a U-lock Maher Hall. It was reported that the theft occurred over the weekend.
to a bike rack and was taken between 7 p.m., and 8:30 p.m.
October 7
Location: Missions A

"End of Life Option Act" passes in California
BROOKLYN DIPPO
STAFF WRITER

Terminally ill patients in
California will soon have another
medical option to choose from
since Governor Jerry Brown
signed the End of Life Option
Act on Oct. 5. The right-to-die
bill will legalize physicianassisted suicide in the state of
California beginning in 2016.
Physician-assisted
suicide
is a controversial issue that
the Supreme Court has left to
state governments to mandate.
California was the fifth
and
most populous state to legalize
physician-assisted
suicide.
Opponents were quick to file a
repeal measure, which could put
the issue on the voting ballot next
year if it garners enough support.
The End of Life Option Act
that was passed in California has
very strict criteria for who can seek
medical aid-in-dying, with specific
protocols that must be followed. To
qualify, terminally ill patients must
be given a prognosis of six months
or less to live by two doctors. It
also requires that they be mentally
capable of making such a decision.
If patients meet these criteria, then
they need to submit one written and
two oral requests for aid-in-dying
medications at least 15 days apart.
Only after all these requirements
have been met can a doctor
prescribe the lethal medication.
University of San Diego
senior, Karen Leparulo, does

not agree with the new law.
"I feel as though when
people are at a point of
potentially
wanting
to
end
their lives, they're at their most
irrational states," Leparulo said.
Leparulo explained
that
she thinks that doctors should
not be given this- responsibility.
"Although
doctors
may
have tons of knowledge on
their mental health or wellbeing, I think no one should
ever assist someone on giving
up on their life," Lepando said.
One of the surrounding
discussions around death with
dignity, comes in the idea of
human rights. Leparulo says
that the bill violates these rights.
"I do think it violates human
rights because to the patient, a
doctor may seem like they have the
most knowledge therefore they put
a lot of trust in their opinion when
there are so many other solutions
to whatever problems them may be
having in their life," Leparulo said.
Supporters of aid-in-dying
argue that it is the individual's
right to end their life, especially
when enduring so much pain.
Others suggest that it is wrong to
administer the lethal medication
because occasionally doctors'
diagnoses may be incorrect.
Sometimes people miraculously
overcome terminal illnesses, and
in that case taking an aid-in-dying
option prematurely ends their life.
Michael
Lovette-Colyer,
the
director
of
University
Ministry
at
USD,
explains

Photo courtesy of The Javorac/Flickr

Doctor assisted suicide is administered with a lethal dose of prescription medication.
that
the
Catholic
Church
does not support the new law.
"Based on our conviction
that all life is a gift from God, the
Catholic Church does not support
doctor-assisted suicide," LovetteColyer said. "Because life is a
gift, it is to be reverenced and
protected, always. This was one of
Pope Francis' main points when he
visited the U.S. last month: there
are no disposable people. The
value of life is permanent. Even in
the midst of dying, which is itself
a natural part of life, human life is
sacred. Thus, it is never appropriate
to
intentionally
end
life."
Lovette-Colyer did, however,
sympathize with the struggle
that some people must undergo
with a terminally ill loved one.
"The Church does, of course,
recognize that families and friends
of terminally ill individuals face
enormous pain as they struggle
with the suffering and death of

a loved one," Lovette-Colyer
said. "This is the basis for the
long-established teaching that
extraordinary measures to extend
life are not required. Palliative
care, alleviating pain and other
symptoms and meeting basic
needs, is always acceptable.
Recognizing the difficulty of the
dying process, many members
of the Church often accompany
the dying and their families
through
it, offering
prayer,
emotional support, and material
assistance as much as possible."
L o v e t t e - C o l y e r
further
elaborated
on
the
perspective
of
the
Church.
"The Church's perspective
is that it is important to hold fast
to our greatest hope of spending
our final
days surrounded by
loved
ones,"
Lovette-Colyer
said. "While it is natural to want
to avoid pain and suffering, or
to fear the loss of control over

bodily functions, the Church calls
us to embrace this part of life and
to find meaning and hope in it."
A poll released by the Field
Research Corporation the day
after Governor Brown signed the
bill into law concludes that 65
percent of voters approve of the
new law while only 27 percent are
opposed. If those numbers hold
true it could be difficult for Seniors
Against Suicide, the group that
filed a repeal measure, to collect
enough signatures to get the law
put on the ballot next November.
The California law is a
landmark for the death with
dignity movement. Now more
than 10 percent of Americans
have the option for aid-in-dying
if faced with terminal illness.
While many aid-in-dying bills
have failed and many states have
not even- proposed legislation
the conversation has continued
on both sides of the issue.
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Boo! A blast from your childhood
Helpful hints to recreate the perfect Halloween

GIANNA CARAVETTA
OPINION EDITOR

ALLISON MCINNIS

Oh, we're halfway there.
Oh, oh.
It's the most perfect thing:
Fall Holiday weekend signals
that we are halfway done with
the fall semester. Many of us just
survived an onslaught of papers,
projects, and exams. Several of us
are just about to get started with it,
and some of us are in a perpetual
slinky of stress. Fall Holiday was
finally on our radar, so we jammed
to Bon Jovi's song and sang our
happiness at the top of our lungs.
This weekend surely was a muchneeded break from school, even if
it was just one day off of classes.
If we think of our lives as
being divided into seasons, we
might better understand this.
Seasons here are periods in time
of self-care, supporting others,
exploring, and settledness.Seasons
are sometimes characterized with
chaos and bitterness, but also
filled with joy and love.
This season of my life is
about hurried grace. This is better
explained as rushed chaos amidst
so much joy and grace. Constantly
moving, my life is overwhelmed in

ASST. OPINION EDITOR

@allisonmcinnis

For
college
students,
especially those at the University
of San Diego, October 31 usually
reminds us of the Halloween
party scene from Mean Girls.
You know the one: Regina
George dresses as a promiscuous
bunny to impress the cute boy,
Aaron Samuels, from her calculus
class. For me, calculus is a
horrifying experience on it's own,
but that's beside the point.
Regina spent countless
hours coming up with the perfect
costume to compliment her
features. Yet Cady Heron, who
wore a comedically scary exwife costume, was immediately
embarrassed. Cady apparently
didn't know that Halloween
costumes had changed since her
young trick-or-treating days. This
is similar to how some students
feel the morning after their first
Halloween at college.
Remember
back
when
Halloween
was
seemingly
simpler? Halloween used to be
the time for a month of scary

more ways than one with school,

movie marathons leading to a

extracurriculars, and self-care.
Yet little old me is blessed with
endless beauty in the storm, from
the little joys of the sunshine to
loved ones' bright, shining faces.
Maybe this, season of your
life is characterized with sorrow
and grief. Maybe it's passion and
enthusiasm. Whatever you are
facing, positive or challenging, let
it be as it may. Allow it to create
newness and add vibrancy to your
life. Don't lose sight: there is
always something to be learned,
to be grasped in this. Don't forget
there is always joy in the journey.
It seems to be that the
seasons of my life are attached to
the semesters of the school year.
As one of my favorite writers, F.
Scott Fitzgerald, once penned,
"Life starts all over again when it
gets crisp in the fall." So too for
me does each semester draw fresh
eyes for the new season. As we
move past the halfway point of
the semester, I can't help but think
that this season of my life is almost
halfway through too. I'm invited
to enter into every moment, to be
present, to be intentional.
Before we know it, the
semester will be over, and there
we face another turning point
of our college career. Of course,
this also lends itself back to the
age-old question about the glass
being half-full or half-empty. Our
semester is either half-over or halfstarted. I challenge you to think of
it as just beginning, for we have so
many more days of tests, projects,
and papers, but, most importantly,
days of memories, laughter, and
joy. We must not lose sight of the
fact that we are halfway there.

spectacular night wearing both
scary and funny costumes. We
all tore up and down the streets
of the neighborhood begging our
parents to go just one more block
for the reward of buckets full of
candy. All of this for the fun of
sorting, organizing, eating, and
eventually ending up in a halfcomatose state. Oh, the joy.
I remember that fondly, and,
to be honest, I miss those times. I
miss racking my mind for the best
costume for my personality that
year, from a princess to a doctor
to Minnie Mouse. I miss strangers
giving me copious amounts of
free candy in exchange for a cute
smile and an awesome costume. I
miss when I was young enough to

go treat-or-treating with tired and
grumpy parents trailing behind a
big group of witches, princesses,
warlocks, and various Harry
Potter characters.
If you're feeling nostalgic
like I am, this is for you. Here's
what you can do to bring back
those magic moments and simpler
times today.
1. Delight in Halloween
films.
Watch those great, albeit
cheesy,
Halloween
movies.
Travel to Halloweentown with
Marnie and her family of witches.
Experience Christmas for the first
time with Jack Skellington in the
Nightmare Before Christmas.
It will not only get you into the
spooky mood, but it will also
make you want to snuggle up
with a dancing skeleton and
drink a piping hot cup of witches
brew. Need some other movies
to consider? Casper the Friendly
Ghost, Twitches, and, of course,
the 1993 classic Hocus Pocus
with Sarah Jessica Parker, preSex and the City.
If you were the more
adventurous moviegoer as a child,
there also plenty of terrifying
movies to re watch. Paranormal
Activity has expanded since the
first one terrified us all in 2009.
I still remember how scared my
middle school was of leaving
their foot out a blanket in fear of
being pulled into the darkness.
We also watched other terrifying
movies such as Invasion of the
Body Snatchers the Halloween,
The Ring series, Nightmare on
Elm Street, Night of the Living
Dead, the Exorcist, or the classic
Silence of the Lambs. Watchers
beware: do not watch alone.
2. Indulge in Halloween
candy.
While
you're watching
movies, eat a lot of candy. This
has not changed since childhood.

Nora Brewington'fTte USD Vista

Candy is still great. So go for it
on Halloween. Unfortunately,
back in the day when I went trick
or treating, I had no idea how
expensive candy was. Apparently

we have exceeded the proper
trick-or-treating age. However,
that should not stop you from
binge eating Tootsie Pops and
Snickers bars until you feel
nauseous. Splurge.
3. Decorate sugar cookies
and carve pumpkins.
Invite some friends over for
an intimate party to celebrate the
season. Bake some sugar cookies,
from scratch or homemade. While
you're waiting for the cookies to
bake, get started on the pumpkin
carving. Grab a pumpkin and
some carving tools, maybe even
a stencil too. Empty the pumpkin
seeds and flesh, and carve your
desired shape. When the cookies
are ready, use cookie cutters to

make fun fall shapes. Whether
you prefer cookies shaped like
leaves or pumpkins, buy frosting
and some festive sprinkles and
decorate. Grab some hot apple
cider, sit around a fire, and enjoy
each other's company.
If these ideas don't reflect
your particular nostalgia, feel
free to start a tradition with
friends reminiscent of your old
memories.
College presents its own
new and exciting Halloween
festivities. Take a moment
to relive any of your revered
childhood
memories.
Who
knows, it might really uplift
your spirits, especially if your
midterms were scary enough
for three Halloweens this week.
Just remember, binge eat candy
responsibly. Too much sugar can
cause a major sugar rush, and you
might regret it in the morning.

Challenges, cherished memories, and communication
USD junior shares her experiences traveling throughout Europe

BETHANY MOK
CONTRIBUTOR
Two suitcases pulled by
one hand, and my passport
ready in the other, 1 was off
to Italy for a semester in
Rome. Arrivederci, America.
After two plane changes
and over 15 hours in the air, I
had finally arrived. As 1 exited
the plane and found all of my
luggage, I got lost in a crowd of
people. I realized that 1 had no
idea how to leave the airport or
find my way to my new apartment
in the city. Everything was in
Italian, a language that I do not
know, and I started to panic.
What had I gotten myself into?

Many University of San
Diego students traveling abroad
anticipate culture shock. Culture
shock is very real and quite normal

It takes time to assimilate into.
Don't worry; you'll get there.
There is a definite language
barrier as I speak English and

"Culture shock is very real and quite normal for
students to experience while studying abroad. [...]
It takes time to assimilate into [a new culture].
Don't worry; you'11 get there."
for students to experience while
studying abroad. With respect to
how you live in and interact with
the new culture, culture shock
doesn't mean you're doing it
wrong. Traveling to a new country
with a new language and different
culture can seem intimidating.

French, but not Italian. I have
learned simple phrases to order
my food, ask directions, and
introduce myself to others. Locals
appreciate when I attempt to speak
to them in broken Italian, but they
kindly respond to me in English.
It takes some getting used to,

but learning the new language
and culture is worthwhile for the
months you will spend abroad.
I chose to study in Rome,
Italy, because of the vast amount
of history located within walking
distance of my university. The
Colosseum, Pantheon, Roman
Forum, Spanish Steps, and
Vatican City are all only a quick
bus ride and decent walking
distance away. During my first
week here, I played tourist and
visited every site that I possibly
could in one day. I took photos
and admired the architecture,
while at the same time learning
about what happened in the

See ABROAD, Page 5

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body.
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Toreros travel abroad: culture shock in Rome
USD student gives advice to students studying abroad

ABROAD continued
from Page 4
exact place that I was standing.
There are places I walk past
that I don't even recognize as
historical sites. However, other
people are lined up on the sidewalk
taking photos of these buildings
and signs. On the tram, I pass the
location where Julius Caesar was
killed, which has since become
a cat sanctuary. I am not even
phased by the amount of ruins that
surround me. I often walk right
past them on a daily basis. I am
learning to take time in walking
around the city, exploring what
Rome has to offer, and admiring
the beauty that lies around
each curve of the cobblestone.
From public transportation
to eating at a restaurant to grocery
shopping, many aspects of life
are different in Rome. Going
to school in San Diego, I rarely
have to take public transportation
because 1 have my own car to
drive around the city. In Rome,
public transportation is a must.
The trams and buses crowd
all of the roads. Though they are
always heard, they are not always
seen. The buses are never on
time and are often as packed as
a can of sardines. Baby carriages
are opened, dogs are sitting on
owners' laps, and grocery bags

fill the empty spaces. You must
buy a 1.50 Euro ticket every time
that you take the bus or tram, but
many people merely hop on and
hop off without validating a ticket.
If this happens and you are caught
by the carabinieri, members of
the Italian national police force,
you must pay a 150.00 Euro fine.
Be
mindful
of
those
surrounding you on the bus, and
always offer up your seat to the
elderly women nearby. If you
are stuck on the back of the bus,
but you have arrived at your
stop, the only way you'll make
it off is by shouting "Permesso!
Scusate!" The riders will part
like the Red Sea to allow you
to exit the bus. If you think the
Torero Tram gets crowded, you
won't believe how many people
try to squeeze onto these trams.
On the way home from
school, it is common to stop
by a bar for aperitivo. This is a
time for socializing with friends
where you are able to have a
drink and consume endless
appetizers. Many Romans and
students alike enjoy stopping
for 1'aperitif on their way home.
When going to dinner
in Italy, be aware that meals
are much later than when we
eat in the States, with Italian
dinners usually starting around
9:30 p.m. When arriving at the
restaurant, be aware that, once

you are seated, the table is yours
for the night. The waiters will
not stop by to bother you and
take your order unless you flag
them down. If you're hungry,
make sure to order as you are
seated. Typically, you will order
a drink, an appetizer, a first and
second course, a dessert, and a
coffee afterwards. Italian dinners
typically do not finish quickly.
The meal is a time to unwind
at the end of the day. Sharing a
meal with friends is a wonderful
way to catch up with the weekly
events and the weekend's travels.
Almost everywhere you go,
people will be smoking cigarettes.
Tabacchiere, tobacco stores, cover
the streets and butts litter the
grounds. You will see everyone
from middle schoolers to moms
taking a smoke break outside of
a building or with an espresso at
a nearby cafe. Be grateful that
USD has become a smoke-free
campus. I miss the clean air.
Though you may not know
Italian, any effort to communicate
with Romans is a step in the
right direction. Many people
speak English in Italy, but hand
gestures and acting things out
can create another easy way to
communicate. You're usually
able to understand what someone
is saying to you through their tone
of voice. If someone is shouting
at you with their hands thrown

Photo courtesy of Bethany Mok

Junior Bethany Mok enjoying her time abroad in the fall.
up in the air, it's a red flag. If
someone winks at you and says,
"Ciao, bella," you definitely know
that they're flirting
with you.
Traveling to a new country
takes some getting used to. It is
perfectly okay to feel like an
outsider while you start feeling

the ins and outs of the new culture
you are immersed in. Soon
enough, you'll be back at USD
with a multitude of invaluable
experiences. Know that it is
absolutely worth your while to
challenge yourself to learn and
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There has been one instance
on USD's campus where I have
felt only mildly uncomfortable
it involved a late night in the
library and a call to public safety
to give me a ride down to west lot
parking structure. Otherwise, I
have always felt safe, secure, and
protected whileon school campus.
The most recent college
shooting in Oregon at Umpqua
community
college
has
involuntarily compelled me to
think about on campus safety
and whether I feel at ease at
USD. I do not enjoy continuing
to bring up such a horrific
subject, however, I have a feeling
I'm not the only one thinking
Photo Courtesy of Victoria Kwan/Flickr
about the potential 'what if'.
USD
celebrates
National
Collegiate
Alcohol
Awareness
Week
offering
on
campus
events
and
wellness discussions.
An incident such as this,
and unfortunately, many others
like it, opens up controversial
dialogue.
Some
of
the
unavoidable issues that have
presented themselves involve
gun
control,
psychological
instability, emergency on campus
opportunity to showcase their educating attendees on stress, with on campus resources.
KATIE LANGE
safety procedures, and security.
"I think it is important to
trivia skills with the chance to sleep, anxiety, and self-care.
After the shooting and CONTRIBUTOR
win gift cards and prizes. The Many of these events were held to educate everyone on campus
in the weeks that followed,
Something to look out for purpose of the RADD Cash-Cab assist students in their daily lives about the resources available,"
several friends of mine and peers
on campus this week are events contest is to educate students and to help students potentially Ruzich said. "I know, during
on USD's campus expressed
surrounding National Collegiate on the dangers of drinking and cope with personal instability. my Freshman year I was able to
sadness, concern, and pain over
Junior Keely Palla spoke utilize the college cab program
Alcohol Awareness Week. There driving, DUI arrests, and to
the shooting. However, after
which provides a flat-fee service
will be numerous sponsored
discussing with a number of
to students who are unable to
programs to make students aware
students on campus, I heard
drive, may feel uncomfortable,
of the resources they have while
very little about what, if any,
or simply don't have a ride. Even
helping to educate students
new safety implementations or
though I don't think alcoholism
on the effects of alcohol. With
measures might be taken to ensure
is
a big problem at USD, I
Halloween weekend coming
the safety of our student body.
think
it's nice for students to
up quickly, it is important for
There have been numerous
know they have resources."
students to be aware of the issues
occasions since the shooting
On Thursday, Oct. 29 at
associated with binge drinking. help prevent deaths and injuries about her feelings regarding
where
I've
thought
about
This week, USD offers many from alcohol-related accidents. National Collegiate Awareness 12:15 p.m. in Serra Hall, Room
the 'what if' while sitting in
Also on Tuesday, the UC weekandtheefforts by USDto raise 209 there will be another NCAAW
resources that support a safe and
class. Over the last three and a
fun environment in an educational Forums offered quick 15 minute awareness surrounding the issue. event which is an hour long QPR
half years at USD, there have
"So many issues in today's (Question,
Persuade,
Refer)
manner surrounding alcohol use. chats with Wellness Professionals
only been a handful of times
Prevention
Training
This past Tuesday, Oct. 27, to help students better understand world involve the misuse of Suicide
that professors have locked
there was a RADD Cash-Cab anxiety, depression, and alcohol alcohol that can easily be prevented session. It will be a chance for
their doors, many who leave
contest from 12-2 p.m. in front consumption. The event featured or helped," Palla said. "I think students to learn how to spot
their doors completely open.
of the UC's. Students had the free burritos and churros, while that the more we can do to bring early warning signs of suicide,
My desire and want is for
about a positive cultural change how to begin a conversation with
professors at USD to start locking
their doors while class is in session.
Locking classroom doors
automatically lessens the chance
of a shooter getting in, and might
even potentially scare them away.
It is not too much to ask and might
Nooner Concert
even become a new habit used by
all professors on USD campus.
This issue is directly relevant
-HOltnebLr
surrounding the use of alcohol someone who may be struggling
to the USD community and as a
•jDsft Campus CqbbhJkks tor pises,
is a step in the right direction." with depression, anxiety, or
student I feel it is right to voice my
: Iff$5 ffijfifii |?<3W4Y>:
w
National
Collegiate substance abuse, and how make a
opinion, especially when others
Awareness Week (NCAAW) referral to the counseling center.
HWi dc 'rXt Hasp t HEA
have voiced similar concerns
will be celebrated on different Lunch will also be provided.
regarding college shootings.
Be sure to check out the
college campuses nationwide
It is crucial to speak up
in order to promote awareness many events on campus following
when situations such as this one
A RADD £y&t
regarding
the
substance, Alcohol Awareness put on by
come to our attention because
12-2pm
abusive practices, and ways wellness services such as the
whenever the lives of students
In Front of the UC
to take preventative measures. Center for Health and Wellness
are
potentially
jeopardized
and
the Torero
Senior
Bryan
Ruzich Promotion
Piljf QSh Qb -lid ies y&uf
or placed in risky situations,
expressed
his
feelings
on Program Board. It is important to
safe afEoW practices ip «
it is crucial we address any
the events this week and educate yourself and your peers
Photo Courtesy of USD his
and all concerns so that the
personal
experience about safe alcohol practices.
USD community feels safe. On campus Alcohol Awareness Week breakdown of events

Alcohol Awareness Week
Students and wellness representatives discuss safe drinking and personal health

"Even though I don't think alcoholism
is a big problem at USD, I think it is
nice for students to know they have
resources.
-Bryan Ruzich

olfegiate
Alcohol Awareness Week

A
(_
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Cash Cab

"I think that the more we can do to
bring about a positive cultural change
surrounding the use of alcohol is a
step in the right direction
-Keely Palla
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Catching up on fall holiday break
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Many University of San
Diego students have class on
Fridays. It is an unfortunate
truth, leading to the realization
that you can't undo or rearrange
your schedule. However, every
once in awhile, USD will give
students a break, giving us a
Friday or Monday off. This past
week we had one of these breaks
in the form of Fall Holiday.
Not only are students
happy when given a day off,
lengthening
their
weekend
festivities, but also, teachers and
staff welcome the break from
classes. After talking with a
number of professors about what
they do with their long weekend,
answers varied.
Some teachers continued to
work on campus throughout the
day, many from home in their
pajamas, while some took the
day for themselves, heading to
the beach or cruising north to go
camping for a long weekend of
nature-esque activities.
We've rounded up some
great weekend activities from
USD faculty, just to let students
know their professors have lives
outside of the classroom too.
Philosophy professor, Mark
Woods, PhD, is in the process
of writing a book, so even in his
free time he keeps busy.

"Although I don't teach
on Fridays, all of the work that
goes into teaching is not limited
to days I teach," Dr. Mark said.
"But I'm taking a fall holiday

Photo Courtesy of USD Communication Faculty

The Communication Studies faculty gathered together on Friday for fall break in La Gran Terraza.
from teaching on Friday. I'm meetings aren't always formally "Back-to-back-to-back meetings especially with school, faulty
starting to write a new chapter of structured. This past Friday, the on Friday. Saturday family day gatherings,
and
activities
my book manuscript during the Communication Studies faculty including dinner out and a play. associated with USD. However,
day, and spending a quiet Friday all came together for a meeting Sunday curriculum development they all make sure to find
evening with my wife and dog."
at La Gran Terraza, discussing for my Master's of Science in time for their families, pets,
Even when teachers have issues relevant to USD while Law Enforcement & Public themselves, and everything else
Friday off, many stick around also leisurely hanging out and Safety Leadership program, and that makes them happy. USD
a little surfing of course."
staff and students seem to agree
It is safe to say these Fall Holiday should definitely
professors stay very busy, stay on the USD calendar.

"Fall Holiday? Pretty standard fare.
Back-to-back-to-back meetings on
Friday. Saturday family day including
dinner out and a play..."

-Erik Fritsvold, PhD
campus for department and staff
meetings. Although they discuss
school relevant topics, their

Photo Courtesy of Jillian Tullis, PhD

Tullis, PhD, with her pup Rouxbee at a local coffee shop.

THE VISTA

eating good food.
After the Communication
Studies faculty meeting, Jillian
Tullis, PhD, gave us the scoop on
where she headed next.
"I had a lunch research
meeting on campus Friday,"
Tullis said. "Then I headed to a
coffee shop where I worked on a
manuscript review for a journal,
then worked on the midterm
exam for the health comm class."
Erik
Fritsvold, ' PhD,
manages a hectic schedule
during the semester, juggling
roles as a Leadership academic
coordinator, associate professor
of Sociology, and chair of the
department. He shared some
photos of family and friends
exploring and spending quality
time with one another, while also
keeping up to speed with work
and meetings.
"Fall Holiday?
Pretty
standard fare," Fritsvold said.

Photo Courtesy of Erik Fritsvold, PhD

Fritsvold, PhD, spending quality time with his daughter.
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HALLOWEEN

Whether you decide to hit the streets to do the traditional
trick-or-treating, or take on the madness of the nightlife
downtown, San Diego provides countless opportunities for fun,
safe, and worthwhile holiday activities.
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@ralphlaurhen

The five-hour billionaire
Philanthropist and founder of 5-Hour Energy seeks to solve global concerns

The term 'hoverboard' has @ralphlaurhen
been widely used all throughout
As
a
Changemaker
social media and especially at
campus,
the
University
of San
the University of San Diego.
Diego
is
greatly
focused
on
It's being used to describe a
sustainability,
social
change,
self-balancing
segway-like
scooter. Actually, that's exactly and innovation. One successful
what it is. It's definitely not the businessman and philanthropist
hoverboard we all saw with is seeking to make a global
grandeur in the second part of impact within these very fields.
Manoj Bhargava is the
the "Back to the Future" trilogy.
creator
and founder of 5-Hour
The
name
hoverboard
is deceptive; this board rolls, Energy, an energy shot which
and does not hover by any has not only become widely
means. However, I will admit successful but has also led to
Bhargava becoming one of
that its fancy design, bright
the world's top billionaires.
LED lights, and wireless music
capabilities make it alluring. According to Forbes, Bhargava's
energy shot has taken up at least
When 1 first saw it, I was
confused, I had no idea that the 90 percent of the market share of
board relied on leverage and the energy drink market segment.
While Bhargava is already a
balance. In fact, I thought it was
major success in the world of
some kind of jedi mind trick.
These boards are currently business, students of USD should
being sold at Brookstone and other consider paying close attention
to him, for he will be expanding
small mall outlets with prices
ranging from $300 to $2,000. his reach of influence on a
much grander and global scale.
Rappers and athletes first started
Bhargava
has
already
using them and they very quickly
invested great amounts of his
became a trend that has drastically
become a part of the mainstream. wealth into engineering and

With these bikes, only
one hour of pedalling can
produce 24 hours' worth of
electricity. These Free Electric
bicycles can be a simple and
cheap way to produce energy
for people all over the world.
According to Forbes, the
engineers and research teams
working under Bhargava are
developing another clean form
of energy production. They
are refining a material called
Graphene, which is made up of
pure carbon and can conduct
elecricity up to one thousand
times faster than any method of
heat conduction. This material
is very thin and strong, and
it is currently being tested to
potentially be used to conduct
heat from the Earth's mantle,
providing a pollution-free source
of energy. Graphene is currently
very expensive, but in time prices
are expected to drop, allowing
it to be used on a much wider
scale in cities around the world.
Another invention that has
resulted from these engineering
projects is known as the Rain
Maker. This device allows
for any source of water to be

to help those affected by poverty.
According to Business Standard
magazine, Bhargava now plans
to put 99 percent of his own
generated weajth towards solving
world hunger and poverty.
While this is a lofty and

the rate of 1,000 gallons per hour.
It can even convert salt water
and highly polluted water into
clean, drinkable water. Inventions
such as the Rain Maker will be
especially useful for povertystricken communities with little

@diegotothemoon

HENLEY DOHERTY
ASST. BUSINESS EDITOR

These boards have become

a commonly-used means of
transportation at USD and may
quickly replace the traditional
skateboard
and
longboards.
Personally, I don't think
they're worth the hype. They're
basically glorified segways that
are used to move from one place
to another without having to walk.
The issue is not that this
board makes us lazier than we
already are. My main concern is
that people keep referring to it as a
hoverboard. It is not a hoverboard!
There is no correct term
for this electric skateboards.
Manufacturers refer to them as
a two-wheeled electric scooters.
Companies have given them
some creative names such as
Huvrboard,
PhunkeeDuck,
IOBoard,
among
others.
A hoverboard is a board
that hovers off the ground.
The
automobile
maker
Lexus is just a few kicks away
from making this dream a
reality. The board can placed
above
a
track
containing
permanent magnets and can used
like a traditional skateboard.
This SLIDE hoverboard has
no wheels, looks like snowboard,
but it actually hovers off the
ground. Unfortunately, the SLIDE
hoverboard can only used on these
select magnetized skate parks.
I'll be the first to admit that
I am excited for this technology
to be available on the market.
Better yet, I'll be more excited
when people stop using the term
hoverboard to describe that self
balancing segway-like scooter.
But until then, I don't mind people
using it to ride up a hill; actually, I
might ask you to give me a ride.

technology organizations that aim

converted into drinking water at

"He is not only helping combat
poverty, but also bringing awareness to
the issue.
— Georgie
Ryan
seemingly
impossible
goal,
Bhargava is already in the
works of producing ground
breaking technology that will
allow for innovations in the
way in which we generate
power and
produce water.
A film
was
recently
released
about
Bhargava's
efforts and call for action to
fight the global poverty and
energy crises. The film is titled
"Billions in Change" and can be
streamed for free on YouTube.
The documentary showcases all
of the innovative technologies
and programs that Bhargava is

to no access to filtered water.
Bhargava isn't just investing
in clean energy and water,
however. He is also facilitating
better technology with health
care. He has helped to fund the
development of new medical
devices such as the Renew ECP,
which helps to greatly improve
a patient's blood pressure,
promoting greater overall health.
Junior Georgie Ryan is
supportive of Bhargava's donation
of his wealth and the innovations
that
have
been
produced
as a result of his initiative.
"I think it's great!" Ryan

This move ... creates many job opportunities
for engineers via the new technologies
invented."
—Jordan Missimer
funding to help the impoverished
communities around the world.
Bhargava's
substantial
investments
in
engineering
programs
will
allow
for
widespread access to clean
sources of energy production. By
March of 2016, 10,000 bicycles
called Free Electric bicycles are
expected to be released in India to
the general public. These bicycles
are stationary and are able produce
electricity as they are pedaled.

said. "Anyone with extreme
wealth should be doing their
part to make the world a better
place. He is not only helping
combat
poverty,
but
also
bringing awareness to the issue."
Much of this awareness is a
result of the engineering feats that
have resulted from these projects
against poverty. Stage 2 is the
name of the invention workshop
in Farmington Hills, Michigan,
that Bhargava has funded to

Photo courtesy of Aaron Sylvan/Flickr Creative Commons

Businessman Manoj Bhargava hopes to fight global poverty.

allow for inventions like these
to have been made possible. At
Stage 2, innovative and creative
engineers from around the world
work together to design and
construct these new technologies.
Through
Bhargava's
funding, places like Stage 2
and countless engineering and
technology firms
have been
able to make ground-breaking

way people live, particularly
those deeply affected by poverty.
Through the creative minds
of the engineers at the Stage
2 workshop, inventions such
as these have been able to be
developed, although many more
inventions are expected to come.
Senior Aaron Huott is an
engineering student at USD and
sees the significant impact that

"The projects Bhargava is working on will
have immediate benefits for impoverished
communities.
—Aaron Huott
inventions that not only will help
to solve the poverty and energy
crises and also help to create many
new and unique career paths for
engineers, such as graduates of
the USD engineering program.
Senior and engineering
student Jordan Missimer sees
the opportunities that student
engineers at USD can have with
the development of these new
and innovative technologies.
"This move by Manoj
Bhargava, the founder of 5-Hour
Energy, creates
many
job
opportunities for engineers via
the new technologies invented,"
Missimer said. "This will impact
humanity on a larger scale. On a
smaller, more personal scale, this
will even help women engineers
secure more job opportunities."
Bhargava's
great
investments in technological
engineering and health programs
have the potential to shape the

engineers supported by Bhargava
will have on altering the lives
of those affected by poverty.
"The way he is pushing
development for sustainability
and
humanitarian
work is
inspiring as an engineering
student." Huott said. "Engineers
always like to see how their
product functions and impacts
society and the projects Bhargava
is working on will have immediate
benefits
for
impoverished
communities. The energy sector
is a growing industry that is
going to need future engineers
dedicated to changing the world."
With resources such as the
Office of Sustainability and the
Energy Policies Initiatives Center
with the USD Law School, and
with the school's designation as
a Changemaker campus, USD
provides similar opportunities for
students to make an impact with
social and sustainable change.
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Ugly grammar versus ugly personality
Students weigh the attractiveness of proper English usage online

DIEGO LUNA

BUSINESS EDITOR
@diegotothemoon
Internet grammar usage
plays a big role in students'
virtual lives. Students at the
University of San Diego share
their concerns, as well their
passive attitudes towards poor
grammar used on the internet.
Social networking apps
such as Facebook, Instagram,
Linkedln, and Tinder require
users' to write something about
themselves
which
usually
consists of a short biography
including their interests, likes,
dislikes, and accomplishments.
These
apps
have
a
spellcheck feature embedded
in
their
software,
which
limit
grammatical
errors.
However, that's not always
the
case,
according
to
the
Wall
Street
Journal.
The descriptions written
in the 'About Me' section
are often open-ended and
have
no strict
guidelines.
Some students at USD
believe the lack of effort
when it comes to being
grammatically
correct
can
be a make or break scenario.
Senior Colton Michael
Moore shared his thoughts on
the importance of the content
versus the actual writing style.
"1

definitely

would

be

able to point out the mistakes,"

Moore said. "I'm not sure if
it would bother me though.
I'm more concerned about
an ugly personality than I
am
with
ugly
grammar."
Grammarly is an online
writing enhancement platform as
well as proofreading service that
some students and professionals
use to revise their writing.
Grammarly's website claims
that it can identify correctly
spelled words that are used

confusion between the words
there, their, and they're. The
following three mistakes on
Grammarly's list are the subjectverb agreements, comma splices,
and misuse of apostrophes.
Stephanie Katz is an online
content specialist and freelance
writer from
San Francisco.
Kat shared the importance of
conventional English writing.
"Grammar
isn't
just
the domain of high-minded

believe that English does not
have to be flawless when you
update your status on Facebook.
loana
Basil,
first-year
psychology student, does not
agree that grammar should be
taken so seriously on the Internet,
especially on dating sites.
"It's not a writing exam
and I'm not expecting there to be
rubric," Basil said. "When I'm
connected to social media I'm a
freelance writer and I hope not

Photo Courtesy of Dennis Bocquet/Flickr Creative Commons

Tinder is a popular dating app that is used by many college students.
in the wrong context and can
even suggest correct citations.
Earlier this year Grammarly
released the five most common
English
grammar
mistakes.
The number one mistake
used in English is the misuse
of the words its and it's. The
number two mistake is the

T

intellectuals," Katz said. "It's
a system and structure that's
genuinely in existence to help
us communicate more clearly."
Students agree that correct
English is
necessary most
of the time, such as in class

to get judged for how I write."
However, some students
have shown an attractiveness
towards
people
who
use
proper English on dating sites.
Tinder is an online dating
app that has become a sensation

assignments,

papers,

across the nation,including here at

and midterms. Other students

USD. Some students use this app

research

to meet other students in the area.
Unlike
other
dating
apps, Tinder does not use an
algorithm to match people.
Instead, Tinder
allows
people to choose each other
based on a variety of things,
including correct use of spelling.
Students chose to remain
anonymous during interviews.
To protect the identity of the
students, the following are quotes
from these unnamed students.
"I don't care if you forget
a comma, but if you don't know
the difference between there,
their, and they're, I will swipe
left," an anonymous student said.
"I think it's everyone's own
prerogative," another anonymous
student said. "I personally
find it aesthetically pleasing
to see good use of grammar."
It appears that spelling,
grammar,
and
sentence
composition matter to some
students more than others. There
is no rubric for online dating
apps but there are resources on
campus to help you improve
your academic writing skills
such as the Writing Center.
The Writing Center is located
in Founders Hall room 190B.
Students have shown their
concerns with online grammar
usage. Some have favored
proper English writing while
others stay neutral. Whatever the
c\\o\ce. vs, \>e. asswved. iVvexe aie

resources to help your writing.
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in Psychology, Counseling,
or Social Work from
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Marriage and Famty Therapy
24-4$ months I 66-8S units
This program provides a soMfoundation in the
theoretical and applied practice of professional
counseling with individuals, couples, and families.
MAJEd. in Educational Psychology
and EdS. ki School Psychology
36 months I 66^51 units
This NASP-approved dual degree program
delivers practical training of the highest standard
for school psychologists. Specialize in an optional
15-unit concentration that enhances your
career opportunities.

Master of Social Work

24-48 months I 90 units
The MSW program equips you to help people
manage some of life's most difficult challenges,
such as poverty, addiction, and abuse Graduate
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as a social work®,
MAJEd. in Edicatioctal and Clnical Counselig
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This program allows candidates to pursue
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LPGC requirements.
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"This is Cam, he's in Beta,"
is how I described one of my
friends to a group of girls in
my sorority. As if Beta was the
word that perfectly encompasses
the type of person he is, based
off the label I just gave him.
Providing
some
type
of group affiliation with a
name automatically gives an
impression of the person being
introduced; an impression they
may not always want to be
associated with.
Sometimes
these implied characteristics
hold a negative connotation
associated with the word used
to describe a certain individual.
When it comes to Greek
Life affiliation, students have a
tendency to categorize people
based off the sorority or fraternity
they are involved with. There is
the occasional stigma associated
with certain Greek chapters that
attempts to describe the overall
behavior or personality of the
majority of its members. Often
limes these \abe\s are inaccurate

depictions on the chapter as a
whole, as well as an incorrect
description
of
the
unique
members that make up the group.
Another issue with labeling
individuals is the pressure they
might feel in order to fulfill the
attributes or qualities of the
label they are given. If these
titles uphold ideas of how an
individual should look or act,
that person may feel obligated to
fulfill the unwritten role of that
title. People might experience the
pressure of fitting in and might
act in ways that they otherwise
would not have, had they not been
associated with a certain identity.
It is vital to remember the
importance of setting aside these
preconceived stereotypes and
interacting in ways that help us
understand the person beneath
the surface.
Labels can be
difficult to eliminate from our
conscious or subconscious and it
can also refrain us from stepping
outside our comfort zone to
get to know someone more.
However, when we find
the strength to look past these
categorized images we might just
findournextbestfriend.
Honestly!
It is amazing what asking
thought-provoking questions or
having a conversation about life
can do while interacting with
others. Interactions are taken to a
whole new level of understanding
how another individual acts, what
they think or believe in, or how
they feel about certain situations.
When we increase our
physical interactions with others,
we remember the truth behind
the phrase "do not judge a book
by its cover." And no matter
the label people may introduce
or associate us with, we must
remember that they do not
define who we are nor do they
fully encompass the individual
we strive to be in the future.

ASST. A&C EDITOR
ABBY GENTRY

DeMarco debuts musical style on stage
MATTHEW FAIRORTH

<

A&C EDITOR
TAYLER
REVIERE VERNINAS

LastFriday night, hundreds
of music lovers gathered outside
Observatory North Park, in hopes
of winning the lottery that was
a Mac DeMarco concert ticket.
Having been sold out for several
weeks, there was no shortage of
individuals longing to see the
Canadian
singer-songwriter.
At 25 years old Mac
DeMarco released his fourth
studio album, "Another One,"
this year, cementing him as one
of the best new solo artists in the
music industry. Along with his
distinctive, melodic sound and
catchy lyrics, comes a unique
personality rooted in comedy
and nonconformity. These factors
laid the foundation for a diverse
crowd; a crowd hungry to see the
live show of a dynamic character.
Typically, walking down
the street in Gaslamp, many of
these concert goers would stick
out like a sore thumb. Yet, on
Friday night, the quirkiness of
their individual styles seamlessly
fit together in North Park. Among
the more popular outfits of the
night were leather jackets with
steel-tipped boots, flannel shirts
with a weii-worn pair of converse,
and lastly, as an ode to DeMarco
himself, light blue overalls. While
wearing a nice pair of overalls
out on a Friday night sounds like
a recipe for a good time, few
students at USD would make

such a bold fashion statement.
For Mac DeMarco, and
his crowd of nonconformists,
dressing in a unique style is
a form of expression. This is
present on campus among a small
group of individuals who enjoy
dressing in a completely different
way than the typical USD
student. These are the individuals
that make everyone question
why they often conform to the
unofficial school dress code,
grounded in mainstream fashion.
When the lights dimmed,
a roar of excitement escaped the
crowd as the band entered the
stage. Opening with "The Way
You'd Love Her," the audience
was immediately mesmerized.
It did not take DeMarco very
long to reveal that not only is he
one of the best up and coming
studio musicians, but one of the
best live performers as well.
Displaying an array of
talent, his impressive rhythmic
chords, melodic guitar solos,
and strong vocal range stood
out on stage. He immediately
progressed into crowd favorites,
such as "Salad Days," "The Stars
Keep on Calling My Name,"
"Ode to Viceroy," and "Let Her
Go," to name a few. DeMarco
would go on to complete a
well-balanced set list of old
and new material, reflecting
the diversity of his sound.
While many could have
predicted DeMarco's impressive
sound
few
expected
his
unrelenting energy and humor.

above the audience, surfing the
crowd beneath them. DeMarco
seemed to feed off this high energy
as he began moving around the
stage and told jokes about fellow
band members. The highlight

because it adds variety to life."
The show follows the
story of best friends Marge,
Surge, and Yvan as they struggle
to retain a friendship divided by a
single piece of artwork. The play
begins inside Serge's apartment,
where the proud painting owner
is eager to show off his new
purchase to his friend Marge.

understand one another's value
of beauty. In the end, Serge
hands Marge a felt tip pen and
lets her draw on the canvas.
This shatters the beauty of the
painting and restores a friendship
that took years to build.
Miller
noticed
the
immense
passion
from each of the actors.

Photo Courtesy of Matthew Fairorth

Mac DeMarco showcased his personal style on stage.
One of the most surprising
moments of the night started
early in the set when numerous
individuals lifted each other up

of the night came during the
encore, when DeMarco decided
to join the numerous fans who
just recently checked crowd
surfing off their bucket list,
as he leaped off stage, surfing
a crowd of over a thousand
people. Mac Demarco is a one
of a kind talent, whose artistry
extends far beyond his music.

Theatre program kickstarts with 'Art
NICHOLAS HALE
and
NOUR SABRI
CONTRIBUTORS

Presented
by
the
Undergraduate Theatre Program
at USD, the play "Art" explores
the question: what is art? Further,
the performance analyzes how
different aesthetic differences
can lead to personal rifts.
It has won both the
Tony Award for Best Play and
the Olivier Award for Best
Comedy. Members of the USD
community had the opportunity
to experience a witty dialogue
and challenging themes in
the Vassiliadis Family Black
Box Theatre in Camino Hall.
Sophomore
Linda
Miller was in attendance for
last Tuesday night's show.
"I do not really like plays
and think they are cheesy,"
Miller said. "However, what
was really cool about this play
was that there were only three
characters, so you really had to
focus on each one. The theme
of the subjectivity of art was
very relatable. It conveyed how
different everyone is and how
we have different tastes and
opinions, which is a positive thing

"The theme of the subjectivity of art was
very relatable. It conveyed how different
everyone is and how we have different
tastes and opinions, which is a positive
thing because it adds variety to life."
- Linda Miller
The painting is a
white canvas with a couple of
white lines on it. It is revealed
that
Serge
paid
$200,000
for this rather blank canvas.
However, Serge sees the beauty
in the painting. For him, it
was worth the purchase. Serge
doesn't hear what he wants out of
his friend Marge, who condemns
such an excessive purchase.
Throughout the play,
the three friends are unable to

"The acting was so
powerful," Miller said. "The
theatre was small but it made the
production much more intimate
for the audience to connect with
the characters on a deeper level."
The show's minimalist
setting allowed the audience
to focus on the performance
of the three characters. There
was little furniture on the stage
with only a couch, chair, and
a table with a book placed on

top. The furniture followed a
rectangular theme and the main
color scheme was white. The
mostly blank stage reflected the
white painting that is presented
as the focal point of the show.
The majority of the play
is set in Serge's apartment, where
the large white canvas serves as a
constant reminder of their quarrel.
For a majority of the
play, bright lights highlighted the
stage. However, when the director
wanted to convey the thoughts
of a single character, all lights
would dim except for a spotlight
that shone on the character,
signaling
their
monologue.
Miller
appreciated
the full house engaged in
the
comical
atmosphere
throughout the entire show.
"Each character defined
art differently, which reflects how
all of us perceive art differently,"
Miller said. "The play did a
good job at showcasing this
while adding a comical twist."
The creator of the
play, Yasmina Reza, conveyed
that although there are different
opinions of beauty, one cannot
allow these contrasting opinions
to influence the opinions of
another. Beauty can easily be
destroyed, like the canvas,
but
friendship is
infinite.
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Alcala Review Launch Party
Thursday, Oct. 29 @ 7 p.m.
La Gran Terraza, Patio

3. Halloween

6. Haunted

Ted Koppel, Author
Friday, Oct. 30 @ 7:30 p.m.

4. Pie

7. Patch

Camino Hall, Shiley Theatre

5. Pumpkin

9. Thanksgiving

tveats

Founders Hall

1. Turkey

4. Potatoes
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Gallery Talk: Bill Kelly
Thursday, Oct. 29 @ 5 p.m.

DOWN

2. Corn

THE USD VISTA

fall Choral Concert
Sunday, Nov. 1 @ 2 p.m.

8. Candycorn

Camino Hall, Shiley Theatre

13. Beach

10. Hug

14. Leaves

Artist Talk: Stephanie Syjuco
Monday, Nov. 2 @ 5:30 p.m.
Camino Hall, 153

11. Sweater

17. Scarecrow
18. Cider

12. SexyOlaf
Have Your Cake and Bat It Too
Tuesday, Nov. 3 @ 6 p.m.

15. Trip

Warren Auditorium, SOLES

19. Blanket

16. Maze

IT'S WOT TOO EARLY TO

PLAN SOMETHING GREAT
FOR SUMMER 2016

PLRM THE cnmE

THOT UJILL CHFUIGE
VOUR LIFE...

THE HANSEN SUMMER INSTITUTE is currently recruiting
motivated, enthusiastic and qualified American undergrad
uate and graduate students ages 20-25 for an all-expens
es-paid 3-week leadership training workshop in beautiful
San Diego. Includes round-trip airfare from anywhere in the
US, food and lodging, and all program costs.

LRSER
fOC!
•Thursday Night =
"College Night"
3rd Game Free
• Huge Party Flrea
to 150+ Guests

Make friends from around the world
Develop your leadership skills
Collaborate on a social entrepreneurship project
Live, study, and interact with 15
hand-picked international students
from zones of conflict and social
strife while learning public speak
ing, negotiation, mediation, and so
cial entrepreneurship skills. Perfect
for international studies, business,
future diplomats, and ROTC.

University
of San Diego*
SCHOOL OF LEADERSHIP
AND EDUCATION SCIENCES

• Group Events
^ - Fraternity
- Sorority
-Student Orgs
#

Late Night at the ZONE Midnight to 2am Fri Ft Sat

To learn more or apply, visit

www.ha n sesum mer i n stitute.org
or contact:

Bonnie Lamb, Program Coordinator • blamb@sandiego.edu
Ron Bee, Managing Director • rbee@sandiego.edu

619-260-7546

3IHG Sports Flrpna Blvd. • San DiEgo, CR 92IID • 619.221.DIDO

F R E D (. H A N S E N

SUMMER INSTITUTE O N LEADERSHIP
& INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

www .LiltrazonE5andiEgQ.cnm
f

•

RECRUITING NOW FOR JULY 2016
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Born-again NBA fan

MATTHEW ROBERSON

SPORTS EDITOR

@mroberson22
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Baseball team starts fall practice
Toreros will look to win second straight WCC regular season title

DYLAN BROCKMEYER

ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
@dbrock08
The University of San Diego
baseball team officially began
their regular practice schedule on
Tues. Oct 13, 2015. This season
marks the 17th consecutive
season for Head Coach Rich
Hill, who has helped the Toreros
claim five WCC titles and appear
in multiple NCAA and WCC
championship series.
As practice begins, the
boys in blue look to build
up camaraderie and make an
appearance in the college world
series. A regularly rated top
ten team according to Baseball
America, Rivals and the West
Coast Conference, our Toreros
have nowhere to go but up.
Sophomore middle infielder
Bryson Brigman is looking
forward to building strong team
relationships this season and
anticipates a good matchup
for their season opener against
Vanderbilt in the Spring of 2016.
"I feel like our team is
starting to come together as a
unit and our team chemistry is
improving," Brigman said. "I am
excited to be playing so many
good teams this year including
our season opener at Vanderbilt.
Playing against such highly
respected teams will test our
abilities and set the tone for the
rest of the season."
Last season Brigman played
55 games with 54 starts, batted a
.339 with 11 doubles, two triples,
two homeruns and 28 RBI's and
was named the WCC freshman
player of the year.

Sophomore catcher Riley improving the overall team
Adams has similar hopes to build relationship.
"I feel pretty good about
stronger team relationships now
that practice is getting underway. the team so far," Burdick said.
Adams thinks the Toreros have "I think we have done a lot of
the talent and skills> to make it things that have brought us closer
far and couldn't be happier to be and team chemistry is one of the
most important things to have in
back on the field.
"I'm feeling really good my opinion. I also think we have
about the team so far," Adams a solid group of new guys that
said. "There's a lot of talent in the are going to have a big impact on
WCC and we've always got to be our team this season. Everyone's
at the top of our game in order to work ethic on the team is very
succeed. It'll be a lot of fun to get high, everyone shares the same
back out there on the diamond goal and knows it's gonna take a
again and I can't wait to get the lot of hard work to get there."
In his sophomore season,
season started."
In his freshman season, Burdick made 20 appearances,
Adams played 49 games with 44 threw a 4.24 ERA with 55
starts and batted a .269 with nine strikeouts, 14 walks, 28 runs and
doubles, five homeruns, and 26 59 hits.
He recorded possibly his
RBI's. Adams knows the 20152016 season will be challenging, best game against Pepperdine in
but coming from successful play the 2015 WCC tournament when
last year he feels confident the he came in as a relief pitcher
Toreros can give Vanderbilt a run allowing no runs and no hits,
striking out a career high of 10 in
for their money.
"Going into the season last 5.1 innings.
Burdick is also eagerly
year, we had to go to Texas and to
anticipating
the season opener
Mississippi State when they were
against
Vanderbilt,
but also
ranked in the Top 10 and we were
can't
wait
for
the
season
to get
able to sweep Texas and take 2
underway
to
have
some
of
the
out of 3 from Mississippi State,"
best
conference
play
in
the
nation.
Adams said.
"I think this year schedule is
"I know playing Vanderbilt
is going to be difficult, but I know going to be a lot of fun," Burdick
it's something our team is ready said. "We are going up against
to handle. This years schedule is very good teams, starting off the
no easy one, and we all know that. season playing against Vanderbilt
Going to Vanderbilt to begin the on the road is a huge for us as a
program. I think this schedule is
season is going to be a battle."
So how about some of our going to be a very difficult one
big guns on the mound? Junior with very good baseball played,
right handed pitcher CJ Burdick but I think it will also be a very
agrees with Adams and Brigman exciting one as well."
With practice just beginning,
that the early season is dedicated
despite
the highly talented and
to mostly individual work and

competitive Division 1 level play,
the Toreros never stop trying
to perfect their game. Brigman
hopes to improve his range to
make himself the best possible
shortstop.
"I am personally trying
to improve my range and arm
strength that will allow me to
play to the best of my ability at
shortstop," Brigman said.
Adams, as a catcher and
important team leader on the
field, is looking to build those
strong relationships that make a
team a unit.
"For team improvements,
the biggest thing I think we need
to improve before the season is
our camaraderie," Adams said.
"Building team chemistry takes
time as it did last year, and I know
that our camaraderie will only
grow as we move throughout the
fall and winter."
Burdick has been working
through the fall to perfect his
mechanics in his splitter and
curveball. His goal is to be able
to work the count in his favor at
all times.
"Personally I would like to
work on mastering my splitter
and curveball, which I have been
working on throughout the fall,"

Over the last 15 years the
NBA has had to deal with several
issues which brought unwanted
negative attention to the league.
There was the infamous Malice
at the Palace, in which players
literally left the court to go fight
the paying customers who came
to watch their game. This did
nothing but perpetuate the idea
that the NBA was filled with
belligerent thugs who had no idea
how to act professionally.
Throw in other issues like
the referee betting scandal, the
physical and hard to watch style
of play which dominated the mid2000s, the phenomenon of losing
intentionally for better draft
picks, and the NBA has found
itself juggling a whole arena of
problems.
Growing up during this
tumultuous era of professional
basketball certainly turned me
off of the league for a little bit.
Burdick said. "Adding those
Rather than watching teams like
pitches and being able to throw
the Spurs and Pistons slog it out
them in any count where I want it
by playing a slow and boring
would be a huge asset for me and
brand of basketball, I turned my
could increase my effectiveness
attention to the more lively and
as a pitcher."
upbeat atmospheres of college
With their strong work ethic
basketball. When players began
and a dedicated staff, the Torero
taking 20 free throws a game
baseball team has a real chance
because of the questionable
of
a winning record and a chance
officiating, I spent the winter and
at
another post-season WCC
early spring months watching
tournament
appearance.
football and baseball.
But now, it is 2015, and
times have changed. In the 10
years since the NBA changed
some defensive rules to open
up the game and create more
scoring, the game has also soared
in terms of entertainment value.
The main thing that came
from this new era of basketball
was a regained personal interest
in the league. It's no secret that
watching a high scoring game
chock-full of fast breaks and three
pointers is more enjoyable than a
slower style built around back to
the basket big men. The last few
years have turned me into a bornagain NBA fan. The league today
features a much more exciting
brand of basketball and employs
several once-in-a-generation type
players.
In 2015-16,1 will be closely
watching the NBA because of
dudes like Steph Curry, LeBron
James, Anthony Davis, and Chris
Paul. I will be intrigued by the
Russell Westbrook and Kevin
Durant duo in Oklahoma City,
no matter how much I wish they
were still in Seattle. Above all
else, I will be enjoying the NBA
again, and that is a huge step for
that kid who was turned off by the
sport's drudgery just a handful of
Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics
years ago.
Infielder Bryson Brigman returns for his second year as a Torero after winning the WCC Freshman of the Year in 2015.
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R e d B u l l Air R a c e : a g r o w i n g s p o r t
a ooff fast-paced
fast-paced excitement
Group oj pilots gathered in Las Vegas for weekencT

MATTHEW ROBERSON
SPORTS EDITOR

@mroberson22

The world of extreme sports
has reached major popularity in
Southern California and among
college students nationwide.
They are often characterized as
being loud, noisy, and dangerous.
Onlookers tend to view action
sports as somewhat of a novelty
when compared to the more
traditional and well-known games
of America's past.
Despite being a relatively
new addition to sports fans' realm
of knowledge, the excitement and

drama that they are capable of
rival any fourth quarter drive or
late inning rally.
The 2015 Red Bull Air Race
in Las Vegas had all the theatrical
elements which make sports so
gripping. There was a diverse
mix of competitors, as the field of
pilots featured a wide age range
and represented 11 different
countries.
There was the looming
possibility of a weather delay, as
the desert skies opened up on the
race's final day, allowing steady
rain and flashing lightning strikes
to keep spectators on high alert.
There was even a brief moment
of comedy when one of the planes
clipped an inflatable pylon during

its run, drawing amusement from
the crowd and frustration for the
race team.
The Air Race series was
created by Red Bull in 2003 as
a way to showcase the world's
most skilled race pilots. The field
consists of 14 pilots who compete
against one another in eight races
spread over the course of a year.
The Red Bull Air Race tour takes
them to eight different countries,
including Japan, Croatia, and the
United Arab Emirates.
Each race is comprised of
the 14 pilots flying through a
course of air gates arranged in
a slalom-style setup. Points are
earned for reaching the round of
eight at a given race, at which

Matthew Roberson/The USD Vista

Planes in the Red Bull Air Race circuit are capable of reaching speeds up to 275 miles per hour.

Red Bull Air Race 2015- Final Standings
76 points
71 points
34 points
29 points
26 points

1. Paul Bonhomme
2. Matt Hall
3. Hannes Arch
4. Martin Sonka
5. Matthias Dolderer
point the six pilots with the
slowest times are eliminated.
Once the field is whittled
down to eight, the contestants fly
the course again in an attempt to
qualify for the final four.
The last four remaining fly
once more to determine a winner.
Winning an individual race
warrants 12 points, with second
place taking nine, and third place
grabbing seven.
These points carry on
throughout the season, and the
pilot with the most points at the
end of the eight races is crowned
as the World Champion.
The chase for this year's
championship came down to
the season's final
day, which
happened to take place in Las
Vegas. It was British flyer
Paul Bonhomme who emerged
victoriously, capturing his third
World Championship at age 51.
The weekend in Vegas turned
Bonhomme into the sport's only
three-time champion, and also
served as his entiy point into
retirement.
"I reckon now is a good

Those moments in the track, in
a well prepared race plane, is the
ultimate flying experience."
The next step for this
growing enterprise is to have
that ultimate flying
experience
translate into the ultimate viewing
experience. Edward Alexander,
a junior at the University of San
Diego, watched the event on
TV and was intrigued by its fast
paced nature.
"I had never seen the Air
Race before, or any sort of plane
racing for that matter," Alexander
said. "I think it's a really cool
idea. It was very thrilling to
watch the championship come
down to a fraction of a second. I
think this is definitely something
that a young audience would be
interested in because it doesn't
take a very long attention span to
watch."
"Watching
one
pilot
complete the course takes less than
a minute, so it's not something
that is going to take up a huge
chunk of your day," Alexander
said. Also, as an engineering
student I was fascinated by the

time to stop," ^otvYvomiwe savd.

pYarves, awd VYve Yaet tYvat tYvev/ axe

"The flying and the opportunity
to race has been utterly superb.

handmade."

See RED BULL, Page 16
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DESK
TECHNOLOGY?
today!
Contact the

I Visit us at our
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RED BULL continued
from PAGE 16
The process that goes
into constructing one of
these high-powered planes
is a very exact science. A
closer look at one of the
machines shows just how
intricate they are. Each of
the planes comes equipped
with a six-cylinder engine
and carbon fiber wings. Add
other important pieces such
as a propeller, fuselage,
rudder, and landing gear and
you have a vehicle capable
of reaching 230 miles per
hour.
Much
like
NASCAR, it takes an entire
team of specialists to make
the planes run smoothly.
Each pilot has a team
behind him to ensure that
the airplane is as safe and
efficient as can be.
World
Champion
Paul Bonhomme was eager
to congratulate his team
after taking home the third
championship trophy of his
storied career.
"Smooth conditions,
turbulent conditions, sun
shining, cloudy, smooth
weather, rough weather...
you have to [endure all of
it] if you want to do well,"
Bonhomme said. "Why
bother turning up if you are
not going to give yourself
the best chance of winning?
It's like spending a fortune
on the finest ingredients for
a meal and then forgetting to
cook it. Our team wanted to
win!"
Bonhomme's
team
certainly got what it wanted,

as a third grand prize is
undoubtedly a perfect way
to send the British pilot
into his retirement. To
accomplish it Bonhomme
had to hold off Matt Hall
of Australia. It was Hall
who ended up winning the
weekend, as he had the
fastest times of the 14 pilots
flying at the Las Vegas
Motor Speedway. However,
with Bonhomme's strong
performances from earlier
in the season he was able to
accumulate the most total
points of 2015.
Moving forward, Red
Bull has its' eyes set on
expanding the Air Race to
reach a wider audience.

As the myriad of
international
participants
shows, the sport already has
a global importance. For the
youth of America to take to
the skies, Red Bull would
be wise to push for a spot
in the Summer X Games, or
perhaps down the road for
air racing to be an Olympic
sport.
For now, the Red Bull
Air Race remains one of the
sporting landscape's best
kept secrets. We've heard
for years that drinking Red
Bull gives you wings. They
are now bringing these
wings to the public, and
doing so in the form of a
captivating race scene.

OUR FUNDS
HAVE A RECORD
LIKE A BROKEN RECORD.
TIAA-CREF: Upper's Best Overall Large Fund Company

three years in a row. For the first time ever. How?
Our disciplined investment strategy aims to produce
competitive risk-adjusted returns that create long-term
value for you. Just what you'd expect from a company
that's created to serve and built to perform.
Learn more about our unprecedented, award-winning
performance at TIAA.org/Perform
BUILT TO PERFORM.
CREATED TO SERVE.
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BEST OVERALL LARGE FUND COMPANY'
The Upper Awards are based on a review o» 38 companies' 2012
and 48 companies' 2013and 2014 risk-adjusted performance.

1The

Lipper Award is given to the group
with the lowest average decile ranking
of three years' Consistent Return for
eligible funds over the three-year period
ended 11/30/12, 11/30/13, and
11/30/14 respectively. TIAA-CREF was
ranked among 36 fund companies in
2012 and 48 fund companies in 2013
and 2014 with at least five equity, five
bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios.
Past performance does not guarantee
future results. For current performance
and rankings, please visit the Research
and Performance section on tiaa-cref.org.
TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional
Services, LLC, Teachers Personal
Investors Services, Inc., and Nuveen
Securities, LLC, members FINRA and
SIPC, distribute securities products.
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Consider investment objectives,
risks, charges and expenses
carefully before investing. Go to
tiaa-cref.org for product and
fund prospectuses that contain
this and other information.
Read carefully before investing.
TIAA-CREF funds are subject to
market and other risk factors.

